
I
n January of 2017, there was a shift in the global 
recycling market as China banned the import of U.S. 
plastics, leaving residents of Lane County with a 

whole lot of plastic containers - and no way to recycle 
them. It also left us with a lot of questions. 

Tossing plastic containers into the trash was making 
this resident cringe, so I started piling them up in 
the garage, in the hope of a better tomorrow. David 
Gardiepy took a more proactive approach. He started 
looking into plastic recycling options. What he found 
was an issue much greater than just a single material. 

Cottage Grove resident, David Gardiepy graduated 
from Southern New Hampshire University, with a 
double degree in Continuing Education Practice and 
Psychology. As 2019 got underway, he was burning 
both ends of a brightly lit candle in his crusade for 
the transformation of mental health and addiction 
treatment services; teaching mental health classes 
while continuing to build his own therapy practice. He 
became very ill. In the year and half it took to find out 
that his parasympathetic vagus nerve was damaged, 
complications and allergic reactions to prescriptions 
led him to a stroke at the age of 28. 

Doctors told him to stop taking on the world's problems, 
to stop teaching, and stop counseling. 

Unwilling to stop caring, he took on litter.

Gardiepy started EcoGeneration as a Facebook group in 
2017 to share information and organize litter pick-ups 
around Cottage Grove. It grew quickly as people looked 
for new ways to deal with their recyclable trash. 
Oregonians, it turns out, want to recycle.

After the market change, Lane County Waste 
Management found Denton Plastics in Portland, OR 
who agreed to accept clean No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 plastics 
which they turn into raw material for manufacture. 
After the first Lane County Plastics Round-up drew 
over 1000 cars, Waste Managers looked for more 
sustainable options to collect the county’s plastic. In 
August of 2019, they started the Community Collectors 
program, with the goal of building a network of 
collectors who would bring loads of No. 2, No. 4 and 
No. 5 plastics into the county after stockpiling them. 
EcoGeneration was one of the first to sign up, and began 

the process to become a non-profit which would allow 
funding for their recycling efforts to be tax-deductible. 

In addition to organizing weekly plastic collections for 
residents of Oakridge, Cottage Grove, and Creswell; 
EcoGeneration has worked to find recycling streams for 
other waste materials which would otherwise go into 
landfills. They have built relationships with a network 
of 29 different recycling companies all over the 
country, each of which takes and processes different 
materials. One such company, TerraCycle® tackles the 
issue from many angles to recycle as much as possible. 
After 2 years on the waiting list, TerraCycle® realized 
the sheer volume of EcoGeneration’s collection and put 
them into all of their programs. 

Keeping those relationships is full time work. “Most 
people don’t realize that recycling is an expensive 
endeavor,” says Gardiepy. Philanthropy programs are 
often cut and companies that process materials go out of 
business or cut programs from lack of funding. EcoGen-
eration has been able to stay on these limited programs 
because they have worked to send only CLEAN 
materials. “Every single piece of litter,” he says, “is sorted 
and cleaned individually to ensure that we recycle as 
much as we can.” On their pre-Covid schedule, when 
EcoGeneration was running 3 recycling collection days 
a month, Gardiepy and volunteers spent 60 to 80 hours 
cleaning plastics, and another 10 to 20 hours sorting 
and shipping them to the recyclers.

Gardiepy would like to see EcoGeneration grow to 
include even more waste streams, a larger area, and 
more plastic. For now, they are limited by space and 
funding. EcoGeneration spends $600 to $900 a month 
in overhead costs;  including business expenses, 
storage, processing, and shipping. For example, in order 
to send lower grade plastics and other forms of litter 
for processing, EcoGeneration must first purchase the 
ZeroWaste boxes from TerraCycle® to ship them in. 
EcoGeneration’s goal is to raise $7500 by July, which 
will just keep the operation at minimum capacity. 

PROGRESS
Because of efforts like this, Lane County is able to 
set the Gold standard in meeting the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) benchmark of recycling 
50% of all waste generated. According to the DEQ’s 
most recent report ending in 2018, Lane County 

recycled and composted 53.8% of its trash. The goal is 
to reach 63% by 2025.

When collection is not paused for a global pandemic, 
EcoGeneration hosts weekly plastic collections in 
Cottage Grove, Creswell, and Oakridge. Their Recycling 
Take-Back Program is unique to Lane County. In 
addition to working with Lane County as Community 
Collectors (Clean, Label-Free plastics resin coded 2, 4, 
or 5), they also collect and recycle within several other 
streams of waste.

Tax deductible donations can be made at: EcoGeneration.org

Looking for information about starting a similar program in your 
area? Contact David Gardiepy at: admin@ecogeneration.org

Follow @Eccgenerarion on Facebook

ECOGENERATION
Plastic solves a 5 minute problem, but lasts for eternity. 

One person working towards a single solution at a time, can change the world.

ECOGENERATION COLLECTS IN 
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT LANE COUNTY 

AND  CURRENTLY ACCEPTS
 THE FOLLOWING RECYCLING:
No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 Plastics

Personal Care Packaging (Shampoo, Lotion, etc.)
Health and Nutritional Packaging, 
Disposable Razors and Packaging 

Febreze Air Care Sprayers
Cigarette Butts and Cigarette Plastic Packaging

Plastic Bags
HP Inkjet Cartridges

Shipping Materials (Air Packs, Bubble Wrap, etc.) 
and Block Styrofoam

 website for a full list 
EcoGeneration.org

REOPENING for collection JUNE 1, 2020
Join Recycling in the Grove FB group for current info

TIMELINE
JANUARY 2018

  China implements  ban on import of 
mixed plastics from U.S.

Lane County Communities face a backup of 
recyclables.

APRIL 2019

Lane County Plastic round up draws over 
1000 cars and collects 7.49 tons of plastic 

from individuals

MAY 2019 

EcoGeneration starts collecting materials 
for recycling from community members - 

mainly cigarette butts (71.9 lbs recycled in 
2019)

AUGUST 2019

Lane county waste managers work to build 
a network of trained Community Collectors 

to bring loads of No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 
plastics into the county after stockpiling 

them.

AUGUST 2019 

Ecogeneration becomes one of the first 
Community Collectors for the County for 

No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 Plastics

EcoGeneration starts the process to become 
a non-profit.  A new law taking effect in 

2020 requires all processing of non- profits 
to go through a registered agent. 

EcoGeneration solicits an attorney to 
complete the process.

SEPTEMBER 2019
 

EcoGeneration receives Articles of 
Incorporation allowing them to operate as 

non-profit. 
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THE LARGER PROBLEM
According to research article, 
Production, Use, And Fate Of All Plastics Ever Made by Roland Geyer, Jenna R. Jambeck, and Kara Lavender Law

“We estimate that 8300 million metric tons (Mt) as of virgin plastics have been produced to date. As of 2015, approxi-

mately 6300 Mt of plastic waste had been generated, around 9% of which had been recycled, 12% was incinerated, and 

79% was accumulated in land-fills or the natural environment. If current production and waste management trends 

continue, roughly 12,000 Mt of plastic waste will be in landfills or in the natural environment by 2050.”

FURTHER READING:

Grist - Plastic recycling is broken. So why does Big Plastic want $1 billion to fix it? By Shannon Osaka on May 11, 2020

www.researchgate.net/publication/318567844_Production_use_and_fate_of_all_plastics_ever_made

WHAT YOU CAN DO: A few thoughts

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, less than 10 percent of the plastic produced in the 
past four decades has been recycled. This means that pretty much every flimsy plastic fork, sandwich 
bag, colorful lighter, and candy bar wrapper that any of us has ever used is still hanging around here 

on this gorgeous planet. 

We as individuals, can opt to change our habits. We can chose the less convenient 
way of doing something, for the sake of a long term outcome.

•
Write to companies if they are using too much packaging. (You can find the public 

relations manager for a company via Google.)

•
Bring your own containers for food, beverages, groceries, etc.

Note: Some stores are not allowing customer provided bags - put the groceries back in 
your cart and bag them at your car. 

•
Self Examination: What is the #1 thing in your garbage can? 

How can you reduce that? 

How do you treat your possessions? Can it be fixed? Can it be reused?

If you don’t do a self audit, you will never know what can change. 

•
Celebrate the days when you succeed, 

and make sure you pat your friends on the back for doing the same.

RECYCLE • UPCYCLE • BORROW • SALVAGE • REPAIR • DO WITHOUT
• BUY SECONDHAND • CREATE • SWAP • GROW

With a bit of creative thinking and the right 
materials, it’s easier than one might think to 

turn household scraps into something brand-new, 
something you’ll love that everyone will be talking 
about.

Take for instance, the ever-so-hip custom bag pictured 
here, created by Kyra Westwind, one of MECCA’s 
fabulous volunteers. Westwind selected comple-
mentary fabrics (the sturdiest she could find) from 
a book of fabric samples she found at MECCA. She 
stitched interior pockets from contrasting fabrics, 
sewed the sides together, flipped the bag right-side-out, 
and presto!

It’s the kind of creative reuse that we love to see, the 
giving of new life to seemingly unwanted materials 
and the removal of those materials from the waste 
stream. It’s a pursuit that’s been our unwavering 
mission here at MECCA for over 20 years, and we’re 
constantly blown away by the creativity that drives 
the Eugene area’s artistic community.   

Every day, we hear examples from area creatives of 
all ages about the life-affirming benefits that creative 
reuse can bring. Finding a new use for an old item, 
allowing materials to challenge and inform the creative 
process, and connecting with loved ones over a shared 
craft; fosters a sense of accomplishment and the 
knowledge that we’ve each done our part to conserve 
earth’s valuable resources and live a more sustainable, 
environmentally conscious lifestyle.

Each year, MECCA diverts about 65,000 pounds of 
such materials from local landfills and donates about 
17,000 pounds of art materials to area educators and 
other community members. We’re a low-cost, low-risk 
option for those seeking art-making materials to inform 
their creative lives, and we also offer art challenges, 

craft-making programs, affordable workshops and an 
open studio where folks can make it happen.

Whether you’re a seasoned reuse artist, a parent with 
kids who are driven to create, or an educator who 
needs art supplies for their classroom, there’s plenty of 
inspiration to be found at MECCA. 

You can find us at 449 Willamette Street next to the 
Amtrak station, online at materials-exchange.org, on 
our Facebook and Instagram pages, @MECCAEugene, 
or by calling 541-302-1810. 

by Jon Stinnett
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